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Fig.1 Distribution of sampling rivers in Shanghai city
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Tab.1 Composition of phytoplankton functional groups in Shanghai River
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Fig. 2 Cluster analysis(a)and Principal coordinates analysis(b)based on phytoplankton functional groups
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Fig. 3 Difference analysis of biological parameters(a—d)and relative abundance of dominant functional
groups(e—f)in Shanghai river
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Fig. 6 Comparison of environmental factors based on cluster groups
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Phytoplankton functional groups community assembly mechanisms and
driving factors in Shanghai river network in winter

XING Yawei'?, LU Zhiling’, WANG Ting*, XU Xiaoying', WANG Liqing'?, ZHANG Wei'’

(1. Key Laboratory of Exploration and Utilization of Aquatic Genetic Resources, Ministry of Education, Shanghai Ocean
University, Shanghai 201306, China; 2. Engineering Research Center of Environmental DNA and Ecological Water Health
Assessment, Shanghai Ocean University, Shanghai 201306, China; 3. Shanghai Water Conservancy Management
Department, Shanghai 200002, China; 4. Shanghai Aquatic Wildlife Conservation Research Center, Shanghai 200092,
China)

Abstract: Phytoplankton is an important primary producer of water, and its functional group characteristics
play an important role in maintaining the stability of aquatic ecosystems. In order to reveal the
characteristics and construction mechanism of phytoplankton functional group community and its driving
factors in river networks of megacity, 19 representative small and medium-sized rivers in Shanghai were
selected to investigate the characteristics of phytoplankton functional groups and environmental factors at
40 sites. The results showed that a total of 175 species of phytoplankton in 8 phyla were identified, which
could be divided into 23 functional groups, and B, D, J, MP, P, S1, X1, X2, X3 and Y were the
dominant functional groups. The results of cluster analysis showed that 40 sampling sites could be divided
into two characteristic groups: low nutrient (G1) and high nutrient (G2). There were significant
differences in Shannon-Wiener diversity index, Margalef index, phytoplankton functional group
community structure and environmental factors between the two groups (P<0.05). The modified
stochasticity ratio (MST) and the decay relationship analysis showed that the community construction of
phytoplankton functional groups in Shanghai River was affected by the environmental filtering and spatial
diffusion limitation, and the stochastic process was dominant. The community construction of the low
nutrient group (G1) was affected by environmental filtration, while the spatial diffusion affected the
construction of phytoplankton functional groups in the higher nutrient group (G2). Difference analysis and
multiple regression analysis showed that total nitrogen, nitrite nitrogen, total phosphorus, conductivity and
dissolved oxygen were the main environmental factors affecting the community structure of phytoplankton
functional groups in Shanghai River. This study provides new information for in-depth understanding of the
biodiversity and ecological function maintenance mechanism of river networks in megacities, as well as the
protection of water ecosystems in urban river networks.

Key words: urban river; phytoplankton; functional groups; environmental filtering effect; stochastic

process
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