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M orphological study on larvae and juveniles of Coilia nasus

in the surf zone of Yangtze river estuary

ZHANG Dongliang LILi ZHONG Jun-sheng GE Keke WU Meiqin JIANG Rijin
(College of F isheries and Life ShanghaiOcean University Shanghai 201306, China)

Abstract The morphological development of larval and juvenile Coilia nasus was exan ined thatwere collected
monthly by a seine net (1 m <4 m, 1 mm mesh-aperture) in the surf zone of Yangtze R iver estuary from June
to October 2007. Yol-sac larva had an opened mouth and had not appeared fin mys Domal fin mays
canpleted and lower pectoral fin rays started to occur in the preflexion larva stage The end of uppermaxillary
extended and the end part of spinal cohmn curved up Pelvic fin were canpleted A lso 23 free pectoral fin
rays fomed and same scales occurred at caudal peduncle in the flexion larva stage Entering to postfelxion
larva stage myameres showed “W ™ pattem Hypurals were canpleted and its posterior edge was vertical to
the longitudinal axis of the body Six free pectoral fin rays canplated Body pattem had similar to adult fish in
the juvenile stage The end of upper maxillary extended to preopercle and 6 free pectoral fin mys extend
Pelvic fin moved downward the m iddle of dorsal fin Campared to sane other species of the genus Coilias it
showed sane mportant characters for early development of Colia nasus such as myanere nunbers an earlier
fomed scales and late extending free rays of pectoral fin
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Fig 1 Mophological development of Coilia nasus larvae and juveniles
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Fig 2 Body proportions in Coilia nasus larvae and juveniles
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