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A discussion about the convention on the conservation and
management of highly migratory fish stocks in
the WCPO and its effects on the tuna fishery of China

HUANG Yong-lian HUANG Shuo-lin
Ocean College  Shanghai Fisheries University ~ Shanghai 200090 China

Abstract The Convention on the Conservation and Management of Highly Migratory Fish Stocks in the Western and
Central Pacific Ocean hereafter the Convention has entered into force and Western and Central Pacific Fisheries
Commission WCPFC  will formally operate. Western and Central Pacific Ocean WCPO is the biggest tuna
fishing grounds in the world and the Convention’ s execution will inevitably exert important influence on the
conservation and management of highly migratory fish stocks in the area. The paper briefly introduces the
background and main content of the Convention and the status of the tuna fishery of China in the WCPO and
analyzes its main effects on Chinese tuna fishery for example development scale being limited flag state duties
increased production costs enhanced etc and gives some relevant countermeasures and advices rationalizing the
layout strengthening scientific researches perfecting the law and regulations strengthening management and
training  participating and cooperating actively .
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Tab.1 Annual catches and number of vessels for Chinese longliners in the WCPO
t
1988 7 0 24 20 0 44
1989 9 0 99 45 5 149
1990 23 4 276 173 117 570
1991 39 0 526 481 160 1 167
1992 72 0 1 400 1315 103 2 818
1993 311 1 3 664 2 754 1377 7 796
1994 456 8 7 846 4 823 1738 14 415
1995 422 5 4 744 5837 926 11 512
1996 325 8 3261 2757 380 6 406
1997 144 2 2243 1419 110 3774
1998 124 1 1 836 1435 174 3 446
1999 115 3473 1 805 2237 818 8333
2000 106 2 056 1 981 2207 1 047 7297
2001 116 2711 2227 1919 825 7 682
2002 123 2 920 2312 1 844 865 7 941
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